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EDITORIAL NOTES 


O every Christian the remembrance of the union of the 

believer with Christ by the acceptance of His invitation 

to come unto Him, will ever afford a solid support in all 
the affairs of life, besides strengthening the assurance of the 
union for eternity in the Father's house not made with hands, 
ternal in the heavens, which the Lord Jesus has prepared for all 
those of the household of faith. In the days of youth, health and 
prosperity, it makes life sweeter to know that we are united with 
(God through Christ our Lord. When the reverse may occur in 
ife and experience, in advancing years, or in trials and difficulties, 
the power of Christian faith and hope is attained in full measure. 
(his cannot be otherwise when we remember that the Christian 
life and service are not our work alone, but that He who says: 
Come unto Me. . . . Take my yoke upon you and learn of 
\le,” is the Chief Workman. 

When we take the yoke of Christ upon us, we become His 
issociates in the work that He is doing in the world, and He 
becomes our constant helper and friend—never leaving us to bear 
ur burden alone. We go with Him where He would have us 
vo, and He goes with us to make His strength perfect in our 
veakness. Our lives become molded by His purposes for the 
vorld, which have found expression in His commandments. What 

tremendous privilege is thus conferred upon all believers, that 
they should be counted worthy to take part in the work by which 
ur Saviour shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be 
atisfied! This thought will ever afford cheer and strength when 
laced in circumstances that make us feel tempted to ask: “Who 
. sufficient for these things ?” 





242 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


The Apostle Peter on the Scriptures 

The loving Saviour, who knoweth our frame, and remem- 
bereth that we are but dust, has also given us another source 
of strength and power in the inner man, in the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make all who read them wise unto salvation. 
If the Apostle Peter became Pope to-day one of the first things 
he would do would be to issue an encyclical telling all the mem- 
bers of the hierarchy everywhere to promote the reading of the 
Scriptures among all their people. In his first epistle he tells 
the Christians to whom he wrote to “desire the sincere milk of 
the Word, that ye may grow thereby,” thus increasing their 
spiritual powers and activities. It is worthy of note, too, that 
Peter, in his second epistle, immediately after saying that “this 


“ 


voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with 


Him in the holy inount,” goes on to refer to the Scriptures as 
“a more sure word of prophecy”; and he states expressly that 
“the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man; but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
And these are the Scriptures which those who profess to be 
followers of this Apostle in a peculiar sense do their utmost to 


oppose when they cannot destroy. 
The Scriptures and Free Institutions 

Nor is the reason far to seek. The essence of Papalism is 
tyranny (euphemistically called “authority”) over the bodies and 
souls—and especially the pockets—of men and women; while 
the whole spirit of the Bible is that of the liberty of the children 
of God. The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution 
of the United States are saturated with the spirit of the New 
Testament. No man who had been brought up under the bond- 
age of Roman priests and bishops could have written either of 
those documents, which proclaim so loudly the God-given rights 
and liberties of every human being. Practically all the funda- 
mental doctrines of Rome are contrary to the Scriptures, be- 
cause they put the Pope and his priests before the people in the 
place that belongs to God alone. So Catholics who read the 
Bible do not long continue under the power of the Church 
organization, but go to God Himself for the forgiveness of their 
sins, and for all other blessings that they need. 
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The German Emperor an Ardent Lover of the Bible 

William II, the German Emperor, who has always been 
known as a devout and religious man in his private life, and a 
diligent student of the Bible, has openly declared that he likes 
to give copies of the Holy Scriptures to Roman Catholics. A 
despatch to the New York Sun from Berlin, June 9, 1910, said: 

Pastor Itolte has given to the newspapers an account of a 
recent conversation he had with the Kaiser which is attracting 
wide attention. Emperor William is quoted as saying: 

“I often read the Bible. It is a pleasure to read it every 
night. A Bible lies on a table at my bedside. I cannot under- 
stand how so many people exist who do not attend to God’s 
Word. It is the source from which I draw strength and light. 

“IT seek consolation therein in the hour of sorrow and de- 
pression and find comfort. I am convinced that many who have 
neglected religion and have fallen from God will regain their 
faith and feel the need of communion with the Almighty. 
Periods of dangerous doubt have always been followed by 
periods of enthusiastic religious feeling. 

“All of us must go through Gethsemane for hours and hours 
in which our pride is humbled. It is difficult to be humble, for 
each of us wants to be his own master.” 

The Emperor is also represented as saying that he liked giving 
3ibles to Catholics. The essential difference between them and 
Protestants was that the latter had only one mediator between 
God and themselves, while the Catholics had many mediators. 

The Pope and his advisers are not so blind but they could 
see that it was not safe to trifle with such a man who is the 
head of continental Protestantism. It is one of the clearest 
lessons of history that whenever Protestants have been true to 
their faith and principles the leaders of the Roman Church have 


retreated and surrendered. The American people need to have 
this lesson impressed on their minds, and dinned into their ears. 


Protestantism and Wealth 
The Philadelphia Lutheran Observer said in a recent issue: 


It is said that a century ago the people of Lutheran Denmark 
were the poorest of all the peoples of Europe. To-day their per- 
capita wealth is greater than that of France, Holland, Norway, 
Sweden, Germany, or any other continental nation. Along with 
their development in wealth there has also been a corresponding 
development in popular industrial intelligence and efficiency. 

Thus it is in all Protestant countries; the religion of the Bible 
unites man with God, and makes him industrious and righteous. 





244 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


Mr. Roosevelt Did Not Take Any Peter’s Pence to Rome 

Press despatches from Rome, June 6, said that Archbishop 
Henry Moeller, of Cincinnati, had been received by the Pope that 
day. The Archbishop was wise enough to take with him a sub- 
stantial Peter’s Pence offering as a kind of appendix to the re- 
port on his diocese. If Mr. Roosevelt had sent a cheque of suit- 
able size beforehand he could probably have seen the Pope in the 
morning and the Methodists in the afternoon, and the Free- 
masons at night without any fuss being made at all. Of all the 
places in the world where money is the golden key that unlocks 
all doors, the most conspicuous is the palace of the “Vicar of 
Christ” on earth. Alas! poor Peter the Fisherman had no money. 


Despoiling Mary and Joseph in Catholic Countries 

The New York Sun last month said that certain thieves had 
robbed “the famous miracle-working statue” of the Vir. 
gin Mary in the Cathedral of Czenstochau, in Russian Poland. 
Their loot included a diamond crown, a robe sewn with pearls, 
and various jewelled offerings, to the total value of $500,000. 
The statue, though described as “miracle-working,’” was not 
only powerless to protect itself from robbery, but has, so far, 
been unable to bring about the capture of the thieves. Pope 
Pius X has, however, taken pity upon the unfortunate image, 
and presented to it a crown and jewels worth $25,000. These 
were recently ceremoniously placed upon the statue by the papal 
delegate, assisted by an Archbishop, eight Polish Bishops and 
1,000 priests from Germany and Poland. Half a million pil- 
grims from the surrounding country witnessed the solemn cere- 
mony of recrowning the statue, which took place in the Pauline 
Convent of Czenstochau. Afterward the statue was carried 
from the convent chapel to the high altar of the cathedral with a 
guard of honor of 2,000 persons. 

According to a Rome despatch to the New York Sun, June 
5, the village church of Leonessa, in the Abruzzi, was robbed 
of a gold cup, and a silver case or monstrance that contained the 
heart of St. Joseph, the patron saint of Cittaducale. This mon- 
strance was valued at $20,000, and was “attributed to the school 
of Benvenuto Cellini.” 
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SERVICES IN CHRIST’S MISSION 
331 West Fifty-Seventh Street, New York 


JAMES A. O'CONNER, PASTOR. 


Last month the meetings were well attended, though in hot 
weather the Chapel cannot be made as cool as could be desired. 
Pastor O’Connor has frequently referred to the desirability of 
extending the Chapel, but as not many mighty or wealthy per- 
sons regularly attend the services the members of the congrega- 
tion have not, thus far, sufficiently responded to the invitation 
to make up the amount necessary for the expenses of the en- 
largement. He said he believed it was only a question of time 
when the work would be done, as it was a necessity for the 
accommodation of those who wish to attend the meetings. 
Catholics are always present, but until they are converted they 
do not seem to realize the importance of taking part in the work 
by their contributions. It should be remembered that Christ’s 
Mission is sustained entirely by voluntary contributions, and the 
work is as truly missionary as the efforts put forth on such a 
large scale for the evangelization of the human beings in Oriental 
countries, 

A most interesting meeting was held in the Chapel on Sunday, 
June 5, when Pastor O’Connor invited the members of the Junior 
Order of United American Mechanics to be present. Delega- 
tions of the Order from Jersey City, Brooklyn and the Councils 
of New York attended, and addresses were delivered by some of 
the leading members of the Order, one of whose cardinal tenets 
is the maintenance of the reading of the Bible in the public 
schools. Much enthusiasm was aroused by the speakers as they 
expounded the principles of the Order and told of the successes 
that had attended their efforts to keep the Bible in the public 
schools, and how in every place where the Order was strong, the 
attempts of the priests to cast out the Bible had been defeated. 
This was the case recently in Freeport, N. Y., where the Roman 
Catholic priest, Rev. Charles A. Logue, had made a vicious 
attack on the Bible. 


Pastor O’Connor conducted the service and spoke on Christian 
and patriotic lines, and then introduced the Rev. Dr. Spencer, 
the new pastor of the Church of the Strangers, the successor of 
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the late Rev. Dr. Blackburn. Dr. Spencer, who is the nearest 
clerical neighbor of Pastor O’Connor, his church being only a 
few doors from Christ’s Mission, gave an admirable address on 
the importance of keeping the Bible in the public schools. The 
forces opposing the Bible were increasing in number and politi- 


cal influence, but the American people would wake up some day 
and make a bold stand for the preservation of our institutions 
that have been such a blessing to mankind. Eternal vigilance, 
however, is the price of liberty. All the Protestant patriotic 
societies should be adequately sustained and heartily encouraged. 

Sunday, June 12, in the enforced absence of Pastor O’Connor, 
the Rev. Mr. Mapes, of Jersey City, preached the sermon, and 
Mr. Butler Jack, a learned Bible scholar, gave an address on 
the coming of Christ, which the signs of the times indicated to 
be very near. Mr. Jack has written a remarkable chronological 
work on the subject 


DR. SANDERSON PREACHES——PASTOR O’CONNOR’S NEEDED REST. 


Sunday, June 19, Rev. Joseph Sanderson, D.D., LL.D., 
preached a great sermon on the subject: ‘“Rome’s Perversions of 
Bible Doctrine,” which will be published in a future issue of 
THe Convertep Catnoric. Dr. Sanderson, who is in his 87th 
year, is as vigorous in mind and body as many men who are 
only sixty. Pastor ©’Connor referred to this fact at the close 
of Dr. Sanderson's sermon, and said he hoped to catch up to his 
venerable friend. who was a fine example to every minister in 
\merica. Then Pastor O'Connor mae a statement which will 
interest all the friends of this work. He said that he had been 
ordered by his medical friends to take a prolonged rest this 
summer in order to avoid a serious breakdown in health. He 
said it was not easy for him to do this, though he realized that 
the strain of the past year’s work had told heavily on his vitality. 
It had been the hardest vear’s work of his life. He had not 
only conducted the publication of Tne Convertep CATHOLIC 
throughout the entire year, but had attended to all the details of 
the work of Christ’s Mission—preaching, conferences, and even 
paving off a large part of the debt on the Mission. In another 
year he hoped the whole debt would be paid, and that relief in 
that direction would be afforded him. Meantime he said he 
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hoped to be able to follow the medical advice he had received. 
Five years ago he had been to France at the time of the passage 
of the law separating the Church and State, and it had renewed 
his youth to visit that country where he had been at school in 
his boyhood at the Seminary of St. Sulpice preparing for the 
Roman Catholic priesthood. It was now thirty-two years since 
he had withdrawn from the priesthood, and he had been very 
happy in his evangelical work in connection with Christ’s Mis- 
sion, which he had established in this city in 1879, and which 
was now in a flourishing condition. He wished to continue this 
work with greater zeal and earnestness and renewed physical 
vigor ; hence it would be wise to take a long rest. 


The service was in the nature of an intermission leave-taking, 
though Pastor O’Connor said he would not leave until July. 


Another Book About “The Married Priest” 

The New York Independent, June 9, 1910, has a review of 
another volume of Abbé Houtin, supplementary to his book, 
“A Married Priest,” entitled tutour d'un Prétre Marié 
(“About a Married Priest”), which contains much of the 
controversial matter that was called into being by the publication 
of the book. The married priest in question was Canon Charles 
Perraud, who lived for many years in marriage relations which 
he kept secret from the world out of concern for the career of 
his brother, the distinguished Archbishop and Academician. 
The book throws much interesting light on various ecclesiastical 
points. For example, in a letter from the excommunicated Mod- 
ernist Jesuit, Rev. George Tyrrell, this learned man said: 

“Sabatier makes a curious criticism of your book. He does not 
know the Church regards a secret consent, between baptized per- 
sons, as sufficient for valid marriage in certain circumstances. I 
have no doubt that Perraud regarded. the prohibition of priests’ 
marriage and the prescription of witnesses as matters of positive 
law, not affecting validity; and that he intended marriage and 
not concubinage. I do not commend the practice, but I am satis- 
fied that the marriage, though illegitimate, was valid. 
A good handful of the priests in England are married—and they 
are better men than most who are not.” 


The book can be had in French from the author, Albert Houtin, 
18 Rue Cuvier, Paris, France, price $1.00. 
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MR. ROOSEVELT AND THE VATICAN 


By AvuGcusTINE BAUMANN, formerly Father Augustine, of the 
Passionist Monastery, West Hoboken, N. J. 

OT only in America but here in France the Roosevelt in- 

cident with the Vatican has excited a great deal of 

comment and though several weeks have passed away, 
it is still the subject of much discussion. I had the pleasure of 
meeting Mr. Roosevelt during his stay in Paris, at the reception 
given by our Ambassador, Mr. Robert Bacon, at the American 
Embassy, and at the end of the evening I had a few words of 
conversation with the former President. I would gladly have 
spoken to him about his Vatican experience, but of course it 
was understood that the matter, as far as he was concerned, was 
entirely dropped, and it would have been bad taste to even 
mention it to him. I think it is the last thing he would be likely 
to think of now, and his little tilt with Cardinal Merry del Val 
has left him in just as good health as he was after the charge 
up the San Juan hill in Cuba. My reason for mentioning this 
is simply to point out a fact which has not been sufficiently 
emphasized, and that is that, curious as it may seem, the Vatican 
affair was directly connected with the above military incident. 
Cardinal Merry del Val has not forgotten that he is a Spaniard 
of the old school and that ex-President Roosevelt is the famous 
Colonel of the Rough Riders. In the United States where we 
are accustomed to forget past quarrels quickly and to let by- 
gones be bygones it may seem strange that after so many years 
there should still be this personal grudge. But it is hard for 
anvone on the other side of the Atlantic to understand the 
strength of old and deeply rooted prejudices in Europe. At the 
time of the Cuban war it must be remembered that the sym- 
pathy of nearly all the European countries except Great Britain 
was with the Spaniards, and many continental newspapers were 
so fatuously in their favor that even the American victories on 
land and on sea were travestied or even reported as defeats. 
The great majority of people in France thought, in good faith, 
that Spain was daily beating the Americans and little was 
known of the Spanish defeats till the day when peace was 
signed, and then it was supposed to have been at the supplica- 
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tion of the United States who offered Spain a handsome in- 
demnity to avoid “further American defeats.” 

Of course Cardinal Merry del Val knows better than the 
ignorant public misguided by the European press, but his grudge 
against the Colonel of the Rough Riders is undying. Colonel 
Roosevelt had helped not only to snatch the island from Spain, 
a monarchical country, but has contributed to weaken the in- 
fluence of the Church of Rome by implanting free institutions 
in the Pearl of the Antilles. The idea that the Pope was to be 
allowed to shake hands with this enemy of Spain, of monarchy 
and of the Roman Church—as the Papal Secretary is pleased 
to consider Mr. Roosevelt—was such an abomination to him 
that he could not even conceive the audacity of Mr. Roosevelt ask- 
ing for an audience. After that the Cardinal has set to work with 
all his diplomatic craft to devise as great an affront as he could 
to put upon our former President. The pretext was readily 
found in connection with the Methodist College in Rome, and 
all the world knows the rest. 

There is one man in Rome who is greatly delighted at the 
result, and who cannot understand why the whole world is not 
applauding his wonderful diplomacy. Cardinal Merry del Val 
imagines himself another Philip IIT of Spain, or another 
Ximenes. His father gave out the truth simply when he said: 
“T thank God that it has been given to my son to avenge Spain 
for the loss of Cuba in this snub inflicted on the Colonel of the 
Rough Riders, and I thank God also for having permitted me 
to live to see it accomplished.” All the other explanations of 
the incident are therefore mere side-issues. Colonel Roosevelt 
was snubbed, not by the Pope so much as by the Spanish 
hidalgo who acts as his Secretary of State; and if the incident 
could be repeated Cardinal Merry del Val would be only too 
happy to do the same thing over again. All expressions of 
regret on the part of the Roman Curia are idle. The deep 
rancour of the Cardinal Secretary has only this week been dis- 
played again in connection with the incident. He will not miss 
a single opportunity of showing it, and he has gone so far as 
to bring on a threat of revolt on the part of the Noble Guards 
of the Vatican. The news has only just come out, and has 


created no small sensation all over Europe and especially in 
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clerical circles. Count Francesco Salimei, as is well-known, is 


one of the most distinguished members of the guard of noble- 
men. As a member of the Town Council of Rome and of the 
Institute of Workmen’s Homes he was invited to the dinner 


given in honor of Mr. Roosevelt at the Capitol. He did not 
imagine for a moment that there could be any harm in accepting 
it, and he did so. Cardinal Merry del Val only recently heard 
that the Count had been at this dinner, but by a stroke of the 


pen he peremptorily suspended him. The Count was furious, 


and went to see his chief, Prince Rospigliosi, to whom he ex- 


plained the matter. There was no political or religious signi- 


ficance whatever attached to the banquet, and he could not 
understand why the Cardinal Secretary looked upon any meet- 
ing with Mr. Roosevelt as an offense to the Pope. Prince 
Rospigliosi was of the same opinion, and went straight to the 
Cardinal’s office to ask for an explanation. The Papal Sec- 
retary, knowing his object, refused to receive him. It was the 
turn of the Prince then to be furious, and he insisted on com- 
municating directly with the Pope. Either the Cardinal Sec- 
retary must resign, or all the noblemen of the Papal Guard 


would hand in their resignations. The treasurer of the Vatican, 


Signor Pacelli, then intervened as peacemaker, and the affair 
was settled by an arrangement that Count Salimei’s suspension 
was to be only temporary, and not to carry with it the loss of 
either salary or pension. The Cardinal triumphed once more, 
and his power is shown by the fact that he has been able to 
humiliate the proudest Roman nobles—and all this out of hatred 
for Roosevelt! 


Paris, May 26, 1910. 


Religious Liberty in Catholic Countries 


Signor Luzzatti, the Italian Premier, recently made a con- 


siderable sensation throughout Italy by this significant statement 
in the Chamber of Deputies, in Rome: 


“Our programme with regard to ecclesiastical politics is re- 
ligious liberty in a sovereign State touching the most delicate con- 
stitutional guarantees. No persecution contrary to the high ideals 
of the modern State, no disturbance contrary to the national 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 251 


spirit and tradition. But at the same time a curb to all laxity; 
no renunciations nor compromises which will sully the purity of 
the political ideal, and that of the religious conscience. 


“Certain of our proposals to facilitate the administration of 
justice in different ways will tend to increase the guarantees of 
civil liberty.” 

The Premier also said that the primary schools of Messina and 
Reggio would be placed under the control of the State as an ex- 
periment, from which the Government would be able to determine 
whether it would be desirable or otherwise to extend the system 
throughout the country. 


SPAIN FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF FRANCE 


The Spanish Government is learning wisdom from France, 
and taking the first steps toward ridding itself of the evils 
caused by the religious orders. The New York Tribune, June 1, 
contains the following dispatch from Madrid: 

An imperial decree was issued to-day directing religious 
orders not authorized by the Concordat of 1851 or engaged in 
industry to seek immediately authorization under the law 
adopted in 1887. This latter law, which has not heretofore been 
enforced, provides, among other things, that members of foreign 
religious orders must be registered. 

The issuance of the decree follows the protest of the Spanish 
episcopate against the interference by the Government with 
orders which are recognized by the Vatican but have been ig- 
nored by Premier Canalejas. 

A special dispatch to the New York Sun of the same date 
said: 


The Government is putting on the screws to enforce compli- 
ance with the laws affecting religious congregations, which are 
similar to those which stirred up France some time ago. 

Prime Minister Canalejas strongly insists that none of the 
congregations be excepted, and that the law must be obeyed at 
all costs. A royal decree is published in the official gazette to- 
day directing Governors everywhere to compel obedience. It 
especially points out that congregations which have not given 
notice of the number of their members and the condition of their 
finances are to be regarded as illegal and dealt with accordingly. 


Protestant countries are now likely to suffer from further in- 
vasions of these foes of all free institutions, who “have left their 
country for their country’s good.” 
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FULL FREEDOM OF WORSHIP TO BE GRANTED 

\ Madrid despatch, June 9, to the New York Sun said: 

The Government announces an impending decree abolishing 
the article of the Constitution which forbids non-Catholics from 
worshipping publicly in Spain. This prodigious step in religious 
toleration has caused a sensation and is likely to excite con- 
siderable opposition. It is due to Premier Canalejas and other 
Liberal statesmen, who found King Alfonso sympathetic with 
the proposal. 

WARNING TO THE RELIGIOUS ORDERS IN SPAIN 

Commenting on the royal decree issued by King Alfonso, 
under instruction from Premier Canalejas, the New York 
Tribune, June 12, said in an editorial note: 

Mr. Canalejas keeps manfully at work with his programme of 
liberal reform in Spain. The royal decree which has just been 
issued at his request will go very far toward placing all religious 
organizations in that country on an equal footing before the law, 
an achievement to which no church which has the courage of its 
faith ought to object. 

On June 11, Premier Canalejas issued an order that the 
religious orders not already “authorized” by the concordat 
should immediately comply with the decree of May 31 and be 
“registered,” or the closing of their establishments would follow, 
as in France. 


The Church Above the State 


Statements are continually made to assert the loyalty of the 
Roman Catholic Church to this country and its institutions—in 
matters where no issue is raised between the State and the 
Church. When such an issue is raised, however, obedience to 
the commands and decrees of the Pope and his representatives 
comes before obedience to the State. 

In May, 1909, the Rev. John Crosson, of Gillespie, Ill., who 
said he acted under the orders of Bishop James Ryan, of Alton, 
in that State, defied the health authorities of his city by holding 
services in his church during an epidemic of smallpox, when 
forbidden to do so by the Committee on Public Safety. In the 
New York Sun, June 2, 1910, we find an instance of a similar 
kind, where a priest defied the marriage laws of Rhode Island 
by declaring a re-marriage of persons who had been divorced to 
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be unnecessary, after the parties had taken out the license re- 
quired by the laws of the State. The dispatch to the Sun, 
under the heading: “Priest Refuses Re-marriage; Tells Divorced 
Couple That the Church Still Considers Them One,” said: 

Pawtucket, R. I., June 1.—Last March Mrs. Robert Berndt, 
wife of a wealthy contractor of this city, got a divorce on the 
ground of extreme cruelty. 

This morning the couple got a marriage license at the City 
Hall and applied to Father D. M. Lowney of St. Joseph’s 
Church to retie the severed knot. The priest only refused, de- 
claring that the ceremony was unnecessary. The Catholic Church, 
he said, still recognized them as man and wife in spite of the court 
decree. He could give them his blessing, he said; after which 
Mr. and Mrs. Berndt departed for their summer home at 
Shawomet Beach. 

Immediately after her divorce Mrs. Berndt resumed her 
maiden name, Eva C. Cheetham, and went upon the stage in 
New York as a chorus girl. Her husband followed and finally 
succeeded in winning her back. 

Some citizens of Rhode Island may not like this action of 
Priest Lowney in setting aside the law of the State. But what 
can they do about it? 

Mr. and Mrs. Berndt had been freed from the bonds of mat- 
rimony by divorce, and in the eyes of the law they were as 
single as if they had never been married. The lady resumed 
her maiden name, and in that name a new license was procured 
for a second marriage. “No, no,” said Father Lowney when 
the couple went to him with the new license; “you need not be 
married again. The State may say that you are divorced, but 
the Church says you are still husband and wife and always have 
been since the day you were married. Therefore I could not 
marry you again.” 

While only the people of Rhode Island are immediately con- 
cerned in this case, the’ citizens of every State in the Union are 
interested in the overriding of the law by the Church of Rome. 
In Catholic countries like Italy and France a priest would be 
fined or imprisoned for setting aside the law, as this Rhode 
Island priest has done. 

While Catholic countries like Italy, France and Spain are tak- 
ing vigorous steps to rid themselves of the domination of the 
Roman ecclesiastics, the American people should take steps to 
prevent the repetition here of the mischief done by Roman 
Catholicism in those countries. 
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Catholics Hiding the Virgin’s Scapular 


A letter from a converted Roman Catholic lady in Ohio, dated 
June 6, 1910, enclosed a cutting from the Toledo Blade of May 
12, which was doubtless of much interest to Roman Catholic 
women. The “infallible” Pope has given his official sanction to 
the concealment, under certain circumstances, of religious em- 
blems that are supposed, by those who do not know any better, 
to possess valuable virtues. Scapulars, for instance, are expected 
to insure the wearer against sudden death, and even certain 
forms of death itself. These are usually worn round the neck, 
and though the Pope, in the letter quoted by the Toledo paper, 
forgot to say whether the benefits that go with these things re- 
main the same if they are carried in the pocket, their possessors 
doubtless hope to be as well off in this respect as before. This 
was the article in the Toledo Blade: 


GIVEN PERMISSION TO LAY ASIDE THEIR SCAPULARS 


Catholic women who wish to wear open work “peek-a-boo” 
shirtwaists, gauze yokes or decollete corsages may lay aside their 
scapulars or carry them in their pockets. Pope Pius X has said 
so in a special letter to Toledo priests. 

The scapular consists: of two small squares of dark brown 
cloth, upon which are stitched smaller squares of white cloth 
bearing a portrait of the Virgin Mary; these small squares are 
connected by a long cord of brown braid worn around the neck, 
one square resting on the breast and one on the back. These 
scapulars are an emblem of devotion to the Mother Mary. 

Catholic women have for many years found the coarse brown 
cord around their necks both uncomfortable, annoying and dis- 
figuring when worn with a thin or low neck gown. The matter 
has been a real trial to good Catholic women, who are quite as 
fond of smart dressing as their sisters who are not bound to 
the same creed; to wear the brown cord with a low corsage was 
simply impossible, a thin yoke with the cord showing through 
its meshes was not to be considered, and white shoulders were 
not improved by the dark line across them. 

The letter trom the Pope, which is in Latin, translated freely, 
reads as follows: 

“The Holy Father, always interested in the affairs of his chil- 
dren, is desirous that Catholic women who take an active part 
in social affairs be not restricted in the dress proper for social 
requirements by any open insignia of their faith, and therefore 
dispenses them from wearing their scapulars where they will be 
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conspicuous, or doing away with them altogether, if they so 
desire. This edict, however, does not mean that they need not 
be enrolled in the Order, for that obligation still holds, but after 
they are once enrolled they may put aside the scapular and in 
its place carry a small medal of the Blessed Virgin in their 
pockets or wherever they please.” 

The Virgin Mary should resent the indignity placed upon her 
by Pope Pius in counselling the ladies to conceal her livery. 

In the letter enclosing the above article the writer said: 

“T have been taking your Magazine for several years, and find 
it very instructive. It is a very great help to me, as I was 
brought up a Roman Catholic, and all my people belong to that 
faith. 

“T was converted six years ago, and am 


a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 


All my people live here, and you 
can imagine some of the things against which I have to contend. 
Sometimes the persecution is so great that it seems as though I 
can hardly stand it; but then I think of the great things that 
God has done for me, and the dark clouds clear away. 


“As I was raised in a convent, you will know how complete 
was my education in Roman Catholicism. I send you this 
clipping from the Toledo Blade because I feel sure it will in- 
terest you. 

“We often think and speak about you, and we thank God for 
your carrying on such a glorious Mission for those poor blind 
people. How I do pity them and long to help them! It is, how- 
ever, very hard to reach them here, because they will not talk to 
me about religious matters. They only tell me I am doomed to 


hell, and walk away. I earnestly hope and pray that God will 
help and sustain you in your grand work. G. E.” 


The Spanish Marked Testament 
Besides its various evangelical publications, the Bible House of 
Los Angeles, Cal., has made a specialty of sending out the 


Spanish “Marked” Testaments to 


the countries where that 
language is spoken. 


As it is true that “the entrance of Thy Word 
giveth light,” no greater boon can be conferred on these Spanish- 
speaking peoples than the wide circulation of the Scriptures. The 
Spanish Marked Testament is specially adapted to the spiritual 
needs of Roman Catholics. Contributions for the work should 


be sent to the Bible House, 524 Icissner Building, Los Angeles, 
California. 
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Colonel Roosevelt’s Triumphant Return 

Colonel Theodore Roosevelt’s visit to England, in spite of the 
national mourning for King Edward VII, who died on May 6, 
was a most noteworthy event. His speech at the Guildhall on 


May 30, when the freedom of the City of London was conferred 
I 


upon him by the Lord Mayor and the members of the corpora- 
tion, aroused some criticism by its allusions to Egyptian affairs, 
but the English people took his advice good-naturedly, even 
though he told them to get out of Egypt if they did not wish to 
keep order there. On June 7 he delivered a great address at 
Oxford University, where he received a degree. Three days 
later he sailed for New York, where he received a tumultuous 
welcome. The high Roman ecclesiastics were not as enthusias- 
tic in their greetings as they would have been if he had visited 
the Pope. But Mr. Roosevelt said he hoped there would be no 
hard feelings about the matter, though he could not understand 
why Archbishop O’Connell had attacked him so bitterly. 

While Mr. Roosevelt was in England the German Emperor 
brought the great American and the young King of Spain to- 
gether. As he introduced them to each other he said: 

“Your majesty, I wish to introduce to you my good friend 
Roosevelt, and I want to see you shake hands with him as a 
symbol of the complete restoration of friendship between your 
two great countries.” 

\lfonso put out his hand at once and Colonel Roosevelt 
shook it warmly and for the rest of the evening the Kaiser, 
King Alfonso and the colonel formed a party of three. 

\mid all the historic incidents that crowded his European 
tour, none will be longer remembered and none is destined to 
produce such far reaching results as his refusal to visit the 
Pope. That manly act has made Mr. Roosevelt more popular 
than he ever was before. 

On June 4th, Pope Pius X gave an audience to twelve officers 
and twenty-five enlisted men of the cruiser New York. The 
officers wore civilian evening dress instead of their uniforms, 
and it was said that “the captain of the cruiser did not allow the 
officers to wear their uniforms, fearing to hurt the susceptibili- 


ties of Americans who approve Mr. Roosevelt's attitude towards 
the Vatican.” 
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Empty Titles for American Priests 


Last month the press despatches from Rome announced 
that Bishop John J. O’Connor, of Newark, N. J., who has 
been visiting the Pope, had received a new title from the 
hands of the Pope himself as assistant at the Pontifical 
throne. This elevates our namesake to the “dignity of no 
bility,” and he will henceforth rank as a “prince.” Only five 
other prelates in this country have this distinction. 

Lesser dignities are liberally bestowed on other ecclesias 
tics who visit Rome. Rev. Henry A. Brann, D.D., of St. 
Agnes’ Church, East 43d street, this city, who had been re- 
cently in Rome, returned home in May with the title of 
“Monsignor.” He can now sport red braid on his cassock 
and wear a purple stock. The parishioners who may not be 
able to pronounce “Monsignor,” can say, “My Lord,” accord 
ing to the European custom. 

These empty Roman titles are costly, though they have no 
more value than the various designations of the old church 
official who said: “I used to be a janitor until the new min- 
ister called me a sextant; then the parson said I was a vir- 
gin; and the bright young man we have now calls me a 
sacrilege.” 


Last year we noted the distinction conferred on Mrs. Hugh 
McLaughlin, the widow of the famous political “boss” 


of Brooklyn, when she visited Rome and returned home as a 
lady ‘“marchioness.” She had received the title from the 
Pope himself, after an interview during which he compli- 
mented her for her large benefactions. The Marchioness 
McLaughlin now outranks Miss Annie Leary, who is only a 
“countess” by Papal decree. The poor hobo who was known 
as Hungry Higgins accurately gauged the value of such 
“nobility” as the throneless Pope could confer, when the 
kind housekeeper to whom he applied for relief asked if that 
was his full name. “No mum,” said he, “that’s what you 
might call an empty title.” 

Any man in America may call himself “my lord” or “judge” 
or “colonel” and if he finds any satisfaction in these titles and 


gets others to use them, he may be ridiculous but not criminal. 
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PROTESTANT WORK FOR ITALIANS 


An Open Letter to Very Rev. D. I. McDermott, 
by Rev. Prof. Giorgio Bartoli 


Introduction 


\ few months ago a Presbyterian church for the Ital- 
ians was opened and consecrated in the Italian quarter at 
Tenth and Kimball Streets in the city of Philadelphia. 
This fact attracted a good deal of attention and aroused 
much indignation in Roman Catholic circles. Very Rev- 
erend D. I, McDermott, Rector of St. Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Church, Fourth Street above Spruce, gave vent 
to his feelings in a lecture which he delivered in St. Paul’s 
Roman Catholic Church, Christian Street above Ninth, 
Philadelphia, on December 5th, 1909. 

The lecture was afterwards printed under the title of 
“A Lecture on Presbyterian Proselytism of Roman Cath- 
olic Italians.” The lecturer endeavored to prove that 
Presbyterian proselytism is wrong because it is not car- 
ried on by good and fair means (pp. 4, 5, 13, 14); be- 
cause Roman Catholic Italians have no reason for chang- 
ing their faith (p. 7); because the Presbyterians tempt 
the Italians to abjure their faith by offering them bread 
and clothing (p. 8); and employ in their proselytism un- 
worthy men and women (p. 9); and finally, because sal- 
vation is not the object of Presbyterian proselytism 
(p. 11), as the Presbyterians themselves believe little or 
nothing of the essentials of Christianity (pp. 11, 12). 
Therefore the Roman Catholic Italian by becoming a 
Presbyterian has nothing to gain, either doctrinally or 
morally (pp. 12, 15); yet Presbyterians, by counter feit- 
ing Roman Catholic rites and doctrines, allure Roman 
Catholic Italians into their communion (p. 13), which 
is an utterly senseless, heartless and profitless prose- 
lytism, condemned by Christ when he said: “Woe to you 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites; because you go round 
about sea and land to make one proselyte : and when he 


is made, you make him the child of hell two-fold more 
than yourselves” (pp. 15, 16). 
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PHILADELPHIA, February 22, 1910. 
Very Reverend D. I. McDermott, 
Rector, St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church, 
Fourth above Spruce Street, Philadelphia: 

VERY REVEREND Sirk:—I have not the honor of being 
personally acquainted with you; but if the French liter- 
ary critic be right, | know you by your style: “Le style 
cest |’ homme.” <A few days since, by mere chance, I 
fell upon “A Lecture on Presbyterian Proselytism of 
Roman Catholic Italians,” which you delivered in St. 
Paul's Roman Catholic Church of this city almost three 
months ago. Now, I happen to be a convinced Presbyte- 
rian, an Italian by birth, and until a couple of years ago 
a devout Roman Catholic, three things which give me an 
evident right to address this open letter to you. 

I have read your Lecture, and I feel obliged to say 
that neither its contents nor its general tone have pleased 
me. Of course, you did not deliver your lecture or print 
it for my intellectual gratification; that I know; but as 
I assume that by your literary production you wished to 
persuade the Presbyterians of this city to give up their 
proselytism of Roman Catholic Italians as improper and 
wrong, I may say that I doubt very much whether your 
lecture will convince any one of them. You have de- 
nounced them before your audience, that is all, You have 
failed to prove your accusations against them. Your hit 
was not a happy one; it fell too wide of the mark because 
in your lecture you are, to say the least, quite inaccurate 
in your statements, strongly biased in your mind and 
altogether uncharitable in your estimations and words. 
[ fear you are one of those old-fashioned controversial- 
ists who used to convince their adversaries that they were 
wrong by telling them they were rogues. The system 
is somewhat gone out of fashion; I do not think it is 
worth while to recall it into vogue. A candid examina- 
tion of your lecture will afford ample matter for making 
good my accusations against you. 

I accept your definition of lawful proselytism, but I 
deny the truth of your statement on page 4. You say 
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that “those in olden times who labored to persuade men 
to change their religion did so with the utmost candor and 
honesty. They did not seek to introduce the new relig- 
ion through deception, bribery or intimidation. On the 
contrary, they offered unquestionable evidence of the 
truth of the new creed. While they proved, for example, 
that paganism was false, that Judaism has been super- 
seded by Christianity, just as the blossom disappears in 
the fruit, they did not misrepresent the belief of pagan 
or Jew, they insulted neither the one nor the other; 
neither did they caricature the worship of those who 
through it sincerely sought to honor God.” 

I do not know whom you mean when you refer to 
those who “in olden times preached the Gospel to the 
Jews and the Gentiles.” If you refer to the Apostles, 
your statement is right; if you include the Christian 
preachers of the second, third and fourth centuries your 
assertion is quite wrong. From the writings of Ireneus, 
Arnobius, Tertullian, Lactantius, Minucius Felix, Clement 
of Alexandria, and many anonymous writers, we know 
that but too often the early preachers of Christianity 
misrepresented the belief of pagans and Jews, insulted 
them and caricatured their worship. In fact, toleration 
was not certainly a virtue of Christian preachers in olden 
times. If you want to convince yourself of this truth, 
you need only call to mind the fanatical laws against 
pagans, Jews and heretics which the Christian emperors, 
Gratianus, Theodosius and Honorius, during the fourth 
and fifth centuries decreed against them. 

I find a second incorrect statement on page 9. You 
say that the objects of Presbyterian proselytism are 
“Roman Catholic Italians who now possess true doctrines 
and sound moral principles, religious habits and _tradi- 
tions that are the outgrowth of centuries of Christian 
teaching and devotion.” You evidently ignore the fact 
that millions and millions of Italians everywhere never 
go to church, despise and even hate the priest, reject the 
most essential Roman Catholic doctrines, and abandoning 
religion altogether, either profess a vague kind of Deism 
or downright infidelity. This is the real state of religious 
thought and life among many Italians to-day; a lament- 
able thing indeed, but which cannot be contradicted, be- 
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cause it is borne out by a host of witnesses and an im- 
posing array of undeniable facts. And this happens 
where, in a comparatively small land, there are 318 
bishops and over 60,000 priests! Moreover, what you 
call “true doctrines, sound religious principles, religious 
habits and traditions” are regarded by others as false 
doctrines, superstitious habits, intolerant and unchristian 
principles and quasi-pagan ceremonies. But, of course, 
you will never grant me this. In the whole course of 
your lecture, you always take the Roman Church as the 
only true Church of Christ; and Roman Catholic doc- 
trines for the divinely revealed faith of our Lord and 
Master, Jesus Christ. You never for a moment suspect 
that this is not proved yet and never will be. Your mind 
is biased by theological prejudices; you fail to see that 
other people look at your faith from a different point of 
view ; and that what is true to you may be looked upon 
by them as unchristian and false. 

In this connection let me also comment upon your refer- 
ence to zeal found on page 10 of your lecture. You say 
6 zeal must be according to knowledge, reasonable. 
The zeal that lacks discretion is always mischievous. The 
bull in the china shop may be a paragon of activity, but 
not of usefulness. So many passions are hidden under 
zeal, so many wrongs arise from its misdirection, that 
men often regret it was numbered among the virtues.” 
For once, Very Reverend Sir, we are in entire accord. 
When penning this sentence in the very next paragraph, 
found on page 11, did the application to yourself of the 
foregoing words never once occur to your mind? “That 
they (the Presbyterians) do not believe that it is neces- 
sary for Italians to become Presbyterians in order to be 
saved is evident from the fact that they are perfectly 
satisfied if Italians only cease to be Catholics, that it is a 
matter of supreme indifference to Presbyterians if the 
Italians become infidels.” (The italics are my own.) 
What a splendid illustration of unreasonable and misdi 
rected zeal, and of calumny as well! Of calumny, I say, 
because you do not bring forward a single fact with 
which to make good your accusations against the Pres- 


byterians. Must I accept your word, unsupported by 
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incontrovertible evidence, as the expression of infallible 
truth? 

But you do not stop here. Your misstatements grow 
in number as the warmth of your eloquence increases. 
(on page 11 you say that the Presbyterians of Philadel- 
phia have ceased to believe in the essentials of Chris- 
tianity. It is true you do not state your opinion in such 

crude way, but your reader is given the impression 
that Presbyterianism is synonymous with rationalism and 
infidelity. 

Before disproving your erroneous assertions, per- 
mit me, Very Rev. Sir, to call attention to a serious 
error in the premises of your argument. In almost the 
opening sentence of your lecture, page 3, you say “As 
every one knows what Presbyterianism is, what Catholi- 
cism is, and what is the spiritual condition of Italians in 
Philadelphia, the title does not need any explanation.” 
rom the statements found on page 11 of your lecture, 
above referred to, regarding the beliefs of Presbyterians, 
it is apparent that everyone does not know what Presby- 
terianism is, especially yourself. It would be difficult to 
imagine misrepresentations more grotesque and absurd 
than are contained in your entire lecture both as to Pres- 


byterian doctrine in general and the manner in which the 


work of proselytism is carried on in Philadelphia in 


particular 


Presbyterianism, both as a system of Church gov- 
ernment and religious doctrine, is a system of liberty 
regulated by law, with the Word of God for its authority 
and altogether free from the traditions of men. Its creed 
is, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved.” Presbyterianism is the model upon which all 
modern democratic civil governments are based and is 
the direct antithesis of the man-made Papacy whose harm- 
less anathemas continue to rain upon the names of John 
Calvin and John Knox and other men of might whom 
God raised up in reformation times to again bring the 
truth to light from beneath the mass of rubbish with which 
the Church of Rome had covered it during the dark ages. 
It is absolutely untrue that Presbyterians do not believe 
in the essentials of Christianity, and you misrepresent 
them. 

(To be continued.) 
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Protestants Marrying Roman Catholics 


Last month we received a letter from another Protestant 
young man who is engaged to a Roman Catholic, but has some 
scruples of conscience about Roman Catholicism. In a very 
earnest manner he says: 

“I am a Protestant American by birth and I would like a 
little more light on the subject of marriage between Protestants 
and Roman Catholics. I am engaged to a young lady, and she 
wishes me to get married by a priest, but I feel that I cannot 
undertake to make any promises in regard to bringing up chil- 
dren in the Roman Catholic faith, and there are several other 
things as to which I should like more information. 

“The young lady is willing to hear and see the truth in every 
way, and if you will oblige me, I shall be very thankful to you. 

“Let me know when I can see you privately and make ar- 
rangements so that I can bring her with me. I have to see one 
of the priests next week, and I shall ask him some questions 
which I feel sure he cannot answer satisfactorily; I ask you to 
pray for me that the Lord be with me that night to aid me in 
my questions and answers.” 

We sent that gentleman some copies of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC, containing information that would be useful to him 
and the young lady. 

For the benefit of others who may be similarly situated and 
in danger of being caught in the Roman net, we give the form 
of marriage agreement that must be signed by the Protestant 
party: 

I, the undersigned, being desirous of contracting 
marriage with before a Catholic priest duly 
authorized by a special dispensation from His Grace, 
the Archbishop of New York, do promise in presence 
of the Reverend Father and of . witness 
attending for that purpose, that all the children born 
of my marriage with.......... shall be baptized and 
educated in the Catholic Religion, and moreover that I 
will by no means whatsoever hinder or obstruct the 

in the exercise of the said religion; I 
also promise that in the solemnization of my marriage 
there shall be only the Catholic ceremony. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this document 
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in presence of Reverend and the said witness 
Oe TEs ca skacains day of the month of 


It is worthy of note that in the majority of these “mixed 
marriages” which produce such widespread misery the husband 
is the Protestant. This is due to the fact that Protestant 
Christian ladies do not attend public dance halls, theatres and 
other similar places of amusement, at which flirtations are 
begun, which so often lead to very serious results, and therefore 
Roman Catholic men do not meet them under such circum- 
stances. 

It must be remembered, too, that for most Roman Catholic 
girls marriage with a Protestant means social advancement, as 
well as higher ethical standards on the part of the prospective 
hushand than those of most Catholic young men. In this con- 
nection it is only necessary to mention that so widespread is the 
habit of profanity among the men of the Roman Church and 
so great the scandal thus created, that the hierarchy have actu- 
ally instituted the Holy Name Society for the express purpose 
of lessening the reproach cast on their Church by its men and 
be VS. 

With regard to the Roman Catholic marriage agreement, itis 
worthy of note that it has no force in law. 

THe Converted Catuoric for June, 1909, announced a decis- 
ion that had been rendered in St. Louis on May 4 of that year by 
Judge Matthew C. Reynolds, of the Circuit Court, declaring 
that these agreements had no effect in law, and that the Court 
would not enforce any such contract. 

The case was carried up to the St. Louis Court of Appeals 
with the result that George R. Reynolds, the presiding judge, 
handed down the following written judgment: 

The right of custody as guardian, whether natural or ap- 
pointed by law, carries with it, as one of the incidents involved, 
the right, as well as the duty, to direct the child’s training, 
its education, religious and secular, and its conduct. No court 
will interfere, directly or indirectly, in directing such matters 
save when convinced that the welfare of the child demands it. 

When the question of the child’s welfare turns on the direc- 


tion of its training and upbringing in one belief or another, our 
courts, save as compelled by statute, have no power. To do so 
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would be a determination by the courts as to the differences in 
religious belief, which is incompatible with religious freedom. 

The original suit was brought by Mr. R. R. Brewer, of 5024 
Fairmount Avenue, St. Louis, against Mr. Wade Cary, of 4130 
St. Louis Avenue, in the same city, to compel the enforcement 
of the agreement made by the latter when he married Mr. 
srewer’s daughter, who had died, leaving three children. Mr. 
Cary refused to bring them up to be Roman Catholics. 

Hardly a week passes that does not bring to the office of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC evidence of the troubles, sorrows and 
divisions created in families by marriages of this kind. Now 
and then, however, it has been the happy privilege of Pastor 
O’Connor to be able to prevent a blunder of this sort—usually 
so far-reaching in its consequences. Such a case was the fol- 
lowing: 


Some years ago the father of a professor in one of our 
great universities called at Christ’s Mission in great distress 
because his son was about to marry a Roman Catholic lady, 
and had consented to sign the above agreement. I told him 
that I could do nothing in the case unless the young man 


would call and see me. 


A few days later the professor called, and we had a gen- 
eral conversation on the subject of this approaching marriage. 
Finally I said: 

“Do you intend to become a Roman Catholic?” 

“No, indeed; I am a Presbyterian, and always intend to re- 
main one. I do not believe any of the Roman Catholic 
doctrines.” 

“Then why should you sign any agreement that your chil- 
dren shall be brought up in a religion in which you do not 
believe yourself?” 

“Well, as they would probably be with their mother more 
than with me, it is only right that she should direct their 
training.” 

“That may, or may not be the case, but it does not justify 
your action. Besides, when your children grow up they will 
think for themselves as freeborn Americans. In this case 
you have a right to marry whom you please, and be married 
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in any way you choose; you can marry even a black woman 
if you like, but you have no right to bring up the children 
that God may send you in the faith and practices of a Church 
in which you yourself do not believe. You cannot ask the 
blessing of Almighty God on your action in signing such an 
agreement, and you cannot have the approval of honorable 
men. No one has a right before God or man to mortgage the 
souls of unborn children to a system which he considers 
wrong and injurious.” 

We discussed this matter more at length, and as he rose 
to leave my office I said, “Do you still intend to sign that 
agreement?” He replied that he did, and put out his hand in 
farewell greeting. 

I declined to take his hand and said that I would not 
clasp in mine the hand that would sign such an agreement, 
as I considered it unworthy of any man to undertake to 
bring up his children in a religion in which he did not be- 
lieve. 

A short time afterwards the young man’s father called on 
me with a beaming face which told plainly that my con- 
versation with the son had produced the effect desired. The 
old gentleman said that the son had told the Catholic lady 
that he would not sign the marriage agreement, and she 
broke the engagement. In describing the conversation be- 
tween us the son had told the father that he felt most keenly 
my refusal to take his hand, and that I had hurt him as much 
as if I stuck a knife in his body and turned it round in the 
wound. 

However unpleasant that experience was to the young man, it 
marked his escape from a lifetime of trouble. 


From Jersey City: —I have lent my copy of the Magazine 
to a friend ever since I have taken it, and this is the first year 
that he has said anything to me about it. When he read that 
the price was advanced he offered to pay half the subscription. 
I had no intention of giving it up. Perhaps he thought I 
might, but now I get it at a really lower price than I paid 
before. I only wish I could place it in the hands of all my friends, 
but am not able to do so. K. B. 
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The Jesuit Paper Too Sacred for Trade 


In the foreign news department of the New York Evening 
Post, some weeks ago, was this curious item showing the 
power of the Jesuits in Catholic countries. If this power con- 


tinues to increase in this country, will not we become like Austria- 
Poland? 


A singular demonstration of judicial zeal in defending the 
sanctity of religious publications is creating considerable interest 
in Austria. Last April a female grocer at Cracow, Poland, bought 
a number of old newspapers in which to wrap her wares. Among 
them were some outer sheets of a Jesuit organ, the Messenger of 
the Heart of Jesus, of which various religious illustrations were 
printed. A municipal authority, who also is a member of an 
ecclesiastical committee, visited the shop and warned the woman 
no longer to pack her goods in such paper. She accepted the 
warning, and gave him all the sheets she could find. A few days 
later he returned with a policeman, searched the shop, and found 
some stigar packed in the outer sheet of the Messenger. The 
woman was thereupon prosecuted for “ridiculing an institution 
of the Catholic Church,” and, despite her defense that the incrimi- 
nating package had been made before she had received the warn- 
ing, she was condemned to seven days’ imprisonment and one 
day’s fasting. An appeal was made against this sentence to the 
Polish section of the Vienna Supreme Court of Cassation, on the 
ground that the religious figures printed on the outer sheet of the 
Jesuit organ were not consecrated, and that the woman herself 
had not used the paper with sacrilegious intent. The court never- 
theless confirmed the Cracow sentence 1n all particulars. 


Don O. Shelton’s Good Work 


We cordially commend the work of the National Bible Insti- 
tute, organized by Don O. Shelton in this city. This society 
embraces aggressive evangelism, outdoor meetings, Bible 


study and classes to enable laymen to do Christian work with 
knowledge, skill and zeal for the salvation of souls. The 
headquarters of the Institute is in the Presbyterian Building, 
156 Fifth avenue, New York. Evening classes are held on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at eight o’clock. Mr. Shelton was 
for several years Y. M. C. A. secretary in this city, but he has 
now entered upon a more evangelical work, which is of the 
greatest importance in reaching the masses of the people. An 
excellent monthly Magazine, “The Bible To-day,” is published 
by the Institute. 
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Editor O’Connor’s Letters to Cardinal 
Gibbons 


Eighth Series. 
No. 16. 
331 West Fifty-seventh Street, New York, July, 1910. 


Sir:—Though summer has come when sensible folks like to 
discuss subjects in harmony with the pleasant and peaceful as- 
sociations of the season, I must again refer to the continuation 
of the series of blunders that has characterized the official action 
of the Vatican in divers ways since the beginning of the year. This 
may cause you some discomfort in the heated term, but I can’t 
help that. 

In the June Letter I said that it seemed the will of God con- 
cerning your Church that its embroilments and humiliations 
should continue. The Fairbanks-Roosevelt-Vatican incidents 
had opened the eyes of the American people to the unchristian 
bigotry, intolerant tyranny and presumptuous claims of the 
Roman Catholic Church; and now Germany takes up the gaunt- 
let thrown down by the Vatican in its insult to the memory of 
Martin Luther and the heroes of the Reformation. The as- 
persions on the mighty work of those men of God who had 
come out of the Roman Church and therefore had incurred the 
undying enmity of Popes and prelates, have deeply stirred the 
whole of Germany. As the work of the Reformation began in 
Germany, and that country has been foremost in the Protestant 
cause, so in the good Providence of God it may be the chief 
factor in the ultimate destiny of the Papacy. Though “much 
learning’? may have made certain German professors the leaders 
of rationalism, the heart of the people is soundly Protestant and 
Christian, and Pope Pius X has been made to realize this. 

Last month Pope Pius X issued a circular letter in eulogy of 
St. Charles Borromeo, archbishop of Milan, who died in 1584, 


and the tercentenary of whose canonization occurs this year. In 
this encyclical the Pope cast some reflections on Martin Luther 
and the work of the Reformation which Borromeo endeavored 


to counteract. These animadversions aroused such a feeling of 
resentment in Germany that the matter was brought up in the 
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Parliament. Then the Pope became alarmed, and a despatch 
from Rome, June 8th, said there was not the least intention to 
offend the German Protestants or condemn their principles; 
but that the Papal malediction was intended for the ‘“Modern- 
ists,” the intellectual recalcitrants—mostly priests—of his own 
Church, who are now seeking to bring about still another Ref- 
ormation. That is the highest tribute the Modernists have yet 
received. The Pope is afraid of the Modernists, but he will not 
try to hit them again over the shoulder of German Protestantism. 


That the Pope’s disingenuous equivocation was not swallowed 


by the German people was soon made manifest. On June II 


Chancellor von Bethman-Hollweg, replying to questions in the 
Prussian Diet, in Berlin, said: 

The Papal encyclical contains judgments about reformers and 
the reformation and about the princes and the peoples connected 
therewith which must hurt the religious, national and moral 
feelings. This explains the profound emotion in wide circles, the 
effects of which must endanger religious peace. 

Immediately after the Latin text of the encyclical had been 
received I caused representation to be made to the Vatican by 
the German envoy, who expressed the expectation of Germany 
that the curia would find a way to remedy the damage caused 
by the issuance of the encyclical. The German people now know 
the position of the Government, which has taken up the matter, 
and I also assure the House that the Government is determined 
to do everything to insure religious peace in the land that can 
be done in the national interests. 

There never can and never will be any “religious peace” in 
any land where the Roman hierarchy has any political influence 
or power. “Rule or ruin” has ever been the motto of the 
Papacy. 

One of the questions to which the Chancellor replied as above 
asked what the Government intended to do to meet “such insults 
to the Evangelical Church” as were contained in the encyclical 
referred to, and the suggestion was also made that the Prussian 
legation at the Vatican should be withdrawn. 

On Sunday, June 12, a great meeting was held in Berlin to pro- 
test against the Pope’s insult to Germany. 


But I am warned by the heat of the season not to refer 
further to public questions that might cause you, in irritation, 
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to use language that might be offensive to the Court of Rome, 
and set you at loggerheads with the Pope, who is really the 
cause of all your troubles. As I have said, don’t blame me; I 
can’t help discussing these subjects, but now I shall refer to 
matters that concern more the internal life of your Church. 


PRIESTS IN LARGE NUMBERS LEAVING THE ROMAN CHURCH 


Roman Catholic circles in several cities were greatly stirred 
early last month by incidents in which priests were conspicuous 
figures. 

On June 1, a well-to-do Roman Catholic, named Gibbon, 
killed his wife in South St. Paul, Minn., and then went directly 
to the parish house of the Church of St. Augustine and shot the 
pastor, the Rev. Edward Walsh, killing him instantly. The 
despatches said the priest was the woman’s confessor, and a 
frequent caller at her home. Gibbon was probably insane, as 
he had recently been discharged from a sanatarium. 

Also on June 1, a Roman Catholic priest of Trenton, N. J., 
received much notoriety, when he went to Atlantic City with 
one of his young parishioners, and publicly married her. From 
the Roman Catholic point of view this priest was more “law- 
less” than if he had committed a great crime, though all decent 
people will say that he acted most honorably to marry the girl 
he loved. 

Another priest also of the diocese of Trenton, N. J., who 
came to Christ’s Mission on June 2, and again on June 8, an- 
nounced that he had married one of his parishioners, and had 
left the Church. He was a Slovak priest, a man of learning, 
who has entered the teaching profession. On his last visit to 
Christ’s Mission he was accompanied by his young wife—a 
typical American girl, who had been in the high school in her 
native town in New Jersey. If this sort of thing continues, 
Bishop McFaul will soon become known as the head of “the 
marrying diocese.” 

The brother of the Slovak priest, who is another man of 
learning and a graduate of the University of Budapest, has also 
withdrawn from the priesthood, and is now a professor in one 
of the State colleges in Hungary. 


A large proportion of the priests in every country in our day 
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would leave the Roman Church if they knew what to do after 
giving up their positions there. Fifty per cent. of them have 
neither respect nor love for the Church. Its hostile attitude 
towards modern science, learning and progress has so alienated 
them as to overcome in great measure the effects of early train- 
ing and the sentimental, traditional, racial and national ties that 
until recent years have bound them firmly to it. 

You have read what the New York /ndependent said regard- 
ing “the profound dissatisfaction with the present policy of the 
Vatican, which impels multitudes of priests and laymen to seek 
a refuge in some other Christian Church.” The Editor of that 
great paper did me the honor to refer to the statements that 
my experience had enabled me to make regarding this subject: 
“He said that it is a hard problem to know what to say to many 
priests who are inclined to leave the Church of Rome, and 
could be received into the Protestant Churches, but could then 
find no means of subsistence. This situation is a real and ter- 
rible one to many priests who do not know what to do. The 
great mass of men in Italy, France and Spain are strongly anti- 
clerical. The Papacy in its present attitude is multiplying these 
men and intensifying their tendency. If they cannot stand the 
strain it is better that they find Churches of refuge where they 
can remain Christian, even if anti-clerical or even anti-Catholic.” 

It is a pleasure to see a leading journalist taking such a broad 
and comprehensive view of the condition of Roman Catholic 
priests in our day. Your Church is not a fit place for intelligent, 
honorable, free men. 

As long ago as 1901, I said, I think in one of my Letters to 
you: “The priests who are American born, or who mingle with 
Americans, are getting to be ashamed of the gross superstitions 
of their Church. They are seeking a way out of it. The diffi- 
culties in their path are many and seem almost insurmountable, 
and they are afraid of the cold, hard world outside, and the in- 
difference of so many Protestants. But it is better to be honest 
and true to their convictions and come out. God will care for 
them if they put their trust in Him.” It has been my great 
privilege, since I left the priesthood of your Church, more than 
thirty years ago, to welcome as many as 160 priests who could 
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not continue, with self-respect, to minister at the altars which in 
their school days they had been taught were Christian, but 
which they found, in the development of thought, to be really 
pagan. “Believe what you please, do what you please, only 
continue in the priesthood” is the infamous counsel given by 
Jesuits and other confessors to troubled souls in the priesthood 
who, in the language of The Independent, “cannot stand the 
strain.” 

From all the countries of the world priests are coming to the 
United States in order that they might be free to leave the 
Roman Catholic Church. These men are young, intelligent, 
progressive, and are prepared to make sacrifices on account of 
their convictions. I believe that in your heart, Cardinal, as an 
honest man, you would bid such priests Godspeed in the new 
life that opens before them, though it is the policy of your 
Church—and especially the bigoted element there—to make it as 
hard for them as possible. I wish you would come and see me 
before I go over to France this month to observe the progress 
of religious freedom in that beautiful country. You know I was 
there in 1905, when the law of Separation of Church and State 
was passed by the French Parliament, and I was thus able to 
write at first hand of that great event. 

If you would come and see me before I go, I might give you 
some advice that, if followed, might help to keep you out of 
trouble while I am away. 


Yours truly, James A, O'Connor. 


Form of Bequest to Christ’s Mission 
I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, organized in the City of 
New York, acccording to the Laws of the State of New York, the sum 
.to be applied to the use and purposes of said Mission. 
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